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The Netherlands has an active research community dealing with ground-based remote 
sensing of the atmosphere. A large number of groups at research institutes and 
universities operate and develop different atmospheric remote sensing instruments as 
well as use the data for modelling and validation studies.  The experience of the last 
10 years revealed that much knowledge is gained when observations are done with the 
instruments as closely collocated as possible. The initiative is taken to implement 
such a site at the premises of the KNMI Cabauw observatory. This initiative is named 
CESAR: Cabauw Experimental Site for Atmospheric Research. Within CESAR many 
ground-based instruments will be operated at the Cabauw observatory. The site will 
be unique in Europe in its overall capabilities. Only few sites exist around the world 
that comprise a similar suite of instruments. The CESAR site will be used for 
 

• Monitoring of long term tendencies in atmospheric changes 
• Studies of atmospheric processes 
• The development of new measurement techniques 
• Validation of space-based observations 
• Training of young scientists at post-doc, PhD and master level. 
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